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leave at once/ the Main told me. I had
also been promised petrol, but when I now
asked for it, the army had seized all the
stocks about an hour ago, and only with
great difficulty did I get twenty litres [about
five gallons].
" This took us to EL, where we knocked
at the Sous-prefecture. There they were busy
burning heaps of documents. Another five
gallons was all we could obtain. We made
off for A., but on reaching the neighbour-
hood were just in time to see the first shells,
fall into it. They were followed by bombs
which set the place ablaze.
"We turned sideways. By now we had
got into the stream of desperate people
fleeing from their homes; it took us until
noon next day to cover about 25 miles.
This human misery now engulfed us, surg-
ing around us in shifting waves; there was
no escaping it. Roads were blocked, and
sometimes there was nothing to do but
turn back; only occasionally would a sentry
be impressed by the CJX (Corps Diplo-
matique) on my car, and let us pass where
others were held up. Soon we got into a
nasty hole,, the Germans firing over our
heads into S. We had to get out and take
cover in the ditches. There we lay for